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Dear Readers, 

Following the discussion held towards the end of the Prague October seminar organised within the INSET programme “At the European crossroads: Czechoslovakia between West and East in the course of the “short 20th century”, it has been decided to publish the seminar contributions in a collection and make them also available on the website of the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport. Although the topic of history teaching has been thoroughly and many times discussed, the experts have once again agreed on the importance of the role of popularizer. Their views presented at the seminar have provided new contexts without drowning in too many facts.
 I as well as many seminar participants believe that this collection will assist the work of teachers of History, English and Social Sciences subjects. The contributions are    linked to the Concept of framework educational programmes, e.g. by emphasising cross-curricular aspects. The content is also linked to the two highly important topics mentioned in the seminar subtitle: Education for Democratic Citizenship and Human Rights a European Dimension in History Teaching. Both the topics are accentuated in the Framework Education Programme and in the Recommendation Rec (2001) 15 on Teaching History in 21st Century Europe. (The focus on the methodology of teaching history is in line with the Recommendation to organisers of further education of pedagogical staff prepared by the Working Group on Teaching History of the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport.).
Apart from the organisers and authors of contributions in this collection (see the List of contributors), following interesting presentations should be mentioned:  the presentation of Mr Christopher Rowe, a Council of Europe expert on didactics of history and a contribution of Ms Helena Štajglová who among others supervised the translation of Robert Stradling´s publication: How to Teach History of 20th Century Europe. Their workshops concentrated on didactics and methodologies of history   were based on an interactive approach, therefore it has not been possible to include them in this collection. 

The seminar was opened by Ms Mechthilde Fuhrer (Administrator, History, Education Section , Council of Europe), Mgr. Svatopluk Pohořelý, (Deputy Head, Department for Pre-school, Primary and Primary Art Education, Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports), and Mgr. Eva Jermanová, (National Liaison Officer, House for International Services of the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports). We would like to thank to the Director of the European Workshop and also to Ms Lea Dordová of the House for International Services, Ms Karla Benešová and Ms Daniela Hálová for the prefect organisational work before and during the event. 

All the organisers highly appreciated a positive and active approach of seminar participants which has enabled to compare the situation in different European countries. Participants´ experience and expertise have significantly enriched the seminar programme.

Once more I would like to extend my thanks to all those who have been involved in the seminar. I do hope that you will find the contributions in this collection useful. 
Naďa Holická

Project Organizer, Specialist in history education, Department for Pre-school, Primary 
and Primary Art Education, Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports
In-service training Programme for education professionals 
The In-service training Programme for education professionals is a Council of Europe activity. It was set up in 1969 within the framework of the European Cultural Convention and is aimed at teachers of primary and secondary schools of the 48 signatory States of the European Cultural Convention (teachers, head teachers, inspectors, educational advisers, teacher trainers, textbook authors, etc.).  
The In-service training Programme for education professionals is managed by the Division for the European dimension of education within the Directorate General IV “Education, Culture and Heritage, Youth and Sport” of the Council of Europe, and by a network of National Liaison Officers in the member states.  
In the framework of this Programme, about twenty European Workshops (from 3 to 5 days) are organised each semester. 
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